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Re: Contribution Limits for Special Committ

Dear Ms. Cronin:

This letter isin response to your 23 request for an opinion regarding joint
e arty committees.

The campaign finance dates and party committees who first form a special
' . SeeM.G.L. c. 55, § 10A(d)(2)(ii) and 970 CMR
ary committee established to manage all of the finances
at campaign finance regulations establish a $500 limit on
without taking into account the aggregate contribution limits of the
ing in the fundraising activity. See 970 CMR 2.12(2)(d)(2). You have
ding the statutory basis for this aspect of the regulation.

Yes. For the purposes of the Massachusetts campaign finance law, M.G.L. c. 55, a*“political
committee” is defined as:

Any committee, association, organization or other group of persons,
including a national, regional, state, country, or municipal committee,
which receives contributions or makes expenditures for the purpose of
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influencing the nomination or election of a candidate, or candidates, or
of presidential and vice presidential electors, or for the purpose of
opposing or promoting a charter change, referendum question,
constitutional amendment, or other question submitted to the voters.

See M.G.L. c. 55, § 1 and IB-88-01, narrowing the application of this definition to those who re
money for such purposes. Contributionsto all political committees, other than candidate, p
ballot gquestion committees, are limited to an aggregate amount of $500 per calendar year
c. 55, 8 7(a)(3).

In 1994, the Legidature enacted a series of changes to the campaign fina
restrictions on bundled contributions by PACs, lobbyists, and corporate agen
10A. Specifically exempted from the bundling provisions was | :
party committees and by “special committeg[s| formed by one or
state or local committees of a political party on their own behalf.”

As a committee conceived by statute for the limited pur
purpose in conjunction with a joint fundraiser to support a candid
matter of law, a“political committee” subject to the $5004imit set fo G.lc. 55, 87(8)(3). See
also 1B-88-01. According to the definition of a politi i uded in the 1994
legidlation, a special committee is also a “political ' it is not a candidate,
party or ballot question committee. See M.G.L.

contribution limit established for a speci ursuant to M.G.L. c. 55, § 10A would
necessarily be less than the combined total g committees’ individual limits.
However, the Legislature appear i this consequence by requiring that joint fundraising

inM.G.L.c. 55, 881 and 7A f

intend to limit contributionsta es to $500, it appears that an amendment to the statute

mittees from the definition of political committee or

Sincerely,

Tiohil
Michael J. Sullivan
Director

MJS:bp

! OCPF received no comments, either in writing or at the required public hearing, regarding contribution limits for special
committees in 1996 after giving notice of the proposed joint fundraising regulations.





