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The use of public buildings for political purposes: OK?

These are the types of things we hear from local election officials:

“A local party committee is holding its meetings in the public library.”
“A candidate for mayor brought coffee and doughnuts to the senior center to talk about her campaign.”

“A ‘Vote Yes’ ballot question member handed out flyers at the varsity basketball game as people entered the gym.”

The campaign finance law does not prohibit any of those activities, so long as equal access is granted, and there’s no
fundraising (soliciting or receiving). Equal access means that political activity is permitted, so long as all candidates and
committees have access to a facility under the same terms and conditions. (Note: You don’t have to let all groups know
when a building is used for political purposes).

OCPF’s equal access guidance is available in Interpretive Bulletin 1B-91-01, “The Use of Governmental Resources for
Political Purposes.”
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© POST-ELECTION REPORT

The post-election report is due 30 days after a town election. The reporting dates
are from 17 days before the election until 20 days afterward.

If an unsuccessful candidate has a zero balance and no liabilities when the post- CLERK
election report is filed, local election officials can consider him or her dissolved,
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Candidates in city elections do not file post-election reports.
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